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weight of an alien faith and ritual. He shows how tie seeds
of its gorgeous efflorescence were planted deep in the; fruitful
soil prepared for it by a people of another race and another
tongue, the possessors of a far more ancient civilization, thie
builders of those frowning fortresses and splendid paJaces
whose ruins, cleared of the dust and mould of ages^ have risen
up as by magic in our own day to reveal the g-lories of a
vanished and almost forgotten world. Not the lea.st interest-
ing and original part of Professor Nilsson's book: is th_at in
which he indicates how all the familiar cycles of Greek snyth
and legend, which have long been deemed the peculi ar cres-
tion of the Hellenic genius, cluster round the great centres
of Minoan and Mycenaean culture in Crete and ont true
mainland, and therefore presumably drew much of their
inspiration from these seats of a civilization ^wkich., t>y rts
antiquity and its splendour, must have cast a glamour 021 thie
eyes of the still barbarous Greeks when they emerged fro am
the gloom of their native forests into the sunlight of thie
South and voyaged, as in fairyland, from island to i sland of
the blue Aegean.
A striking confirmation of Professor Nilsson's views on
this point is furnished by a discovery recently annoutncerd
by Sir Arthur Evans to the Hellenic Society. Duiring thie
late war a royal Minoan or Mycenaean tomb was uneairtherd
at Thisbe, in Boeotia, the port of Thebes, on the Gutlf of
Corinth. In the tomb was found a treasure of g-old signet-
rings and bead-seals. On one of the engraved beads is seen
a youthful hero attacking a sphinx of Egyptian.-MIinoan type
with a dagger or short sword. On another we see a man in
a chariot, whose high rank is indicated by the triple: helmet
which he wears. He carries a bow, and he is attacked by
a bareheaded youth, who is similarly armed with a Tbovw,
The scene of the encounter is a rocky defile. We can hardlj
doubt that these engravings, found on Boeotia us. oil an<l
dating, according to Sir Arthur Evans, from about 14,50 B,C .,
represent scenes from the legend of Oedipus. If that Is so,
it seems to follow that the Oedipus saga is of Mnoa~n or
Mycenaean rather than of purely Greek origin. In tlie sanxe
treasure another intaglio appears to figure the cr-crornia^
tragedy of the house of Atreus, the murder of Cly-taenniL estra